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Chrome DevTools is 
like a swiss army 
knife



It has many 
unknown tools …



Interactive part! 

Anybody knows what this 
tool is for?



… that are useful if 
one knows their 
purpose.







Tame complexity



Problem: Where is my code?!

Page explorer shows a mesh of artifacts

code_authored != code_deployed Code you wrote

Code you deploy

Image source: Family Guy



Solution: Clear separation

Authored/Deployed view creates a clear separation

Still experimental, enable it via settings



Problem: 3rd party resources are all over the place

Modern web applications are importing tons of code

And you will pay for that when you debug (and 
deploy)



Solution: Ignore what you are not interested in

Ignore lists enables you to ignore paths:

● Page tree greys-out ignored files and folders
● Stack trace will be cleanup-up too

Might already be prefilled by your framework of 
choice



Interactive part! 

How often do you face 
the problems of mixed 
files and 3rd party files?



Alternatives to console.log



Problem: Console.log is great, and …

… it requires changing the code and redeploying the 
new code.

Requires clean-up



Solution: Logpoints

Don't require code changes.

Handling like breakpoints



Solution2: Live expressions

When you just want to observe the latest state of a variable



Problem: Use the current element in the console

Need to find the element again with a selector.



Solution: $0 always refers to the last, selected 
element

The last Element selected in the Elements panel is 
stored in $0

There is also $1…4.

Also works in Snippets



Interactive part! 

What console.log trick 
can you share and you 
think is totally 
underutilized?



Useful features I failed to identify a 
cohesive theme for



Problem: Seeing the network request chain

Where is this coming from? What does it entail?



Solution: Seeing the network request chain

● Use the Initiator Tab
● Hover over the Network item and hold SHIFT



Problem: CORS error due to misconfigured headers

I want to modify the response headers of 
some request, and there is no quick way for 
me to do that.



Problem: I want to experiment with different values 
for response headers

e.g. 

● CORS (cross-origin resource sharing)
● Content-Security-Policy
● Cross-Origin Isolation headers
● Permissions-Policy headers
● Feature flags
● …



Solution: Header Overrides

1. Edit response headers directly in 
Chrome DevTools

2. Refresh page/request
3. Chrome behaves as if server was 

sending modified headers



Header Overrides - Disclaimer

Enable DevTools experiment
(switched on by default in Chrome 113)



Interactive part! 

What two features would 
you love to have in 
DevTool's network panel 
except throttling all network traffic?



Problem: Fixes made in DevTools need to be copied 
over to the source repo

Assume you have source maps up and running

You are hunting and fixing a bug

Now you want to persist that bug fix into the actual 
source code ��



Solution: Fixes made in DevTools need to be copied 
over to the source repo

Workspaces enable you to save a change that you 
make in Devtools to a local copy of the same file on 
your computer

��



Solution2: Local overrides, when you can't modify 
the source locally

1. Edit response headers directly in 
Chrome DevTools

2. Refresh page/request
3. Chrome behaves as if server was 

sending modified headers



Interactive part! 

When do you make 
changes and fixes to your 
code in DevTools? 



Problem: Reproducing the bug takes multiple steps

Most of the time one needs to do a few steps before 
the bug reproduces

That can get tiresome (error-prone) quite fast



Solution: Use the Recorder to create reproducers

With the Recorder panel you can record interactions 
and replay them.

Also works with Performance profiling.

Reproducers also can be shared.



Problem: How does my page look  for vision 
impaired people?

Turns out, that there are tons of people that have a 
color vision deficiency e.g. around 4 % of population 
have red-green blindness.



Solution: Rendering->CVD emulation

The Rendering drawer has all sorts of emulations 
and stuff including a color vision deficiency 
emulation.



Problem: WebAssembly memory is an array

It is an Array and debugged as an Array.

Navigating MegaBytes of data is … complicated.

Identifying where a variable is stored is not great 
either.



Solution: Linear memory inspector

Displays an ArrayBuffer like a hex editor.

Supports all sorts of memory interpretations.

Combine it with DWARF debugging to also identify 
variables in the memory



Interactive part! 

Do you use Wasm? How 
do you debug? 



Call to action approaching!



Problem: How to reach the DevTools team?

I have an idea

I found a bug

I have an opinion

Uhm, what?

Image source:The Big Lebowski



Solution: Multiple channels

File a bug via DevTools Participate in RFCs



Do you want to 
know more?

A lot more in-depth information of the 
mentioned features can be found on the 
Chrome DevTools  documentation 
website.



Fin
Questions?!

goo.gle/NewInDevTools 

goo.gle/devtools-rfc

@ChromeDevTools

goo.gle/devtools-report-issue


